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The water level in the
Yamuna River has risen

above the danger mark, reach-
ing 206.39 meters at the Old
Railway Bridge in Delhi. The
surge in discharge from the
Hathnikund Barrage, result-
ing from heavy rainfall in parts
of Uttarakhand and Himachal
Pradesh, has led to the rapid
increase in the river’s water
level. This is expected to rise to
206.7 metres by Monday morn-
ing.  “Thereafter the water
level is likely to remain steady,”
stated the forecast.

Meanwhile, the Delhi flood
has claimed a fresh victim, as
a three-year-old boy drowned
in north Delhi’s Kirari area with
his family blaming it on the
negligence of the administra-
tion. The deceased, identified

as Arif, was the only brother
among his five sisters. 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah spoke to Delhi
Lieutenant-Governor VK
Saxena about the water level in
the Yamuna River. “Spoke to
Gujarat CM Shri
@Bhupendrapbjp Ji about the
flood-like situation occurring
in various parts of the State due
to the recent heavy rainfall.
Also had a discussion with LG
of Delhi, Shri VK Saxena Ji
about the water level in the
Yamuna river. Ample num-
bers of SDRF and NDRF teams
are available to help the people
in need,” the Home Minister
said on Twitter.

The rise in water level yet
again sparked concerns of
flood-like situation in the
national Capital and adjoining
regions. Continued on page 2
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With the Opposition parties
scheduled to stage a

protest near the Gandhi statue
in Parliament premises on
Monday over the Manipur cri-
sis, the Centre has appealed to
all parties “with folded hands”
to join the debate on the ethnic
violence in the northeastern
State when the Monsoon
Session resumes in Parliament
on Monday. There was a dead-
lock in proceedings in both the
Houses when the Parliament
Session started last week.

Opposition parties, led by
the Congress on Sunday said
that there would be no move-
ment towards peace in Manipur
as long as N Biren Singh
remains the Chief Minister as it
urged Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to act now and not
“deflect, distort and defame to
cover up” the “collapse of the so-
called double engine gover-
nance” in the northeastern State.

Union Minister Anurag
Thakur urged the Opposition
not to politicise the issue of
atrocities against women in
Manipur.

The deadlock in Parliament
came in the wake of the
Government insisting that
Home Minister Amit Shah will
speak on the issue on Manipur
and not Prime Minister Modi.

“Atrocities against women
are painful, no matter which
State the victims belong to. It is
the responsibility of the State to
curb such incidents,” Thakur
said.Thakur said the
Government is keen on a dis-
cussion on the issue of atrocities
on women, which are prevalent
in States such as Rajasthan,
Manipur, Bihar and West
Bengal.

“We wish that there should
be a good discussion on this in
the House, where all political
parties will participate. Nobody
should run away from the
debate. It is my request to the
Opposition with folded hands,
do not run away from the dis-
cussion,” Thakur said.

He said the Opposition
should not politicise such issues
and should join the discussion
in Parliament.

“The Opposition does all
this to remain in discussion, but
it does nothing to join the dis-
cussion,” Thakur said when
asked about the protests on the
Manipur issue.

The Opposition parties
have planned joint protests in
Parliament on Monday on the
situation in Manipur. They have
been demanding a statement

from Prime Minister Modi in
Parliament before starting a
discussion on the issue. The
Monsoon Session of Parliament
began on July 20 and has wit-
nessed disruptions over the
ethnic violence in Manipur,
particularly over a video pur-
portedly shot on May 4 and
depicting atrocities against
women in the State. The video
surfaced last week.

Congress chief spokesman
Jairam Ramesh said, “Every
passing day as the truth of the
horror of Manipur continues to
trickle out, it is clear that the law
and order in the State has col-
lapsed. Mobs, armed vigilantes
and insurgent groups are run-
ning amok. 

Women and families have
faced the worst, unimaginable

atrocities.”
“There won’t be any justice

or movement towards peace as
long as Biren Singh remains
CM. The time has long past
gone for the Prime Minister to
act. He must ACT NOW and
not deflect, distort and defame
to cover up collapse of the so-
called double engine gover-
nance in Manipur,” the
Congress leader said on Twitter.

Meiteis account for about
53 per cent of Manipur’s popu-
lation and live mostly in the
Imphal valley, while tribals,
including Nagas and Kukis,
constitute 40 per cent and reside
mostly in the hill districts. As
many as 160 people have died
ever since the ethnic and com-
munal strife began in the State
two months ago.
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The Assam Rifles has regis-
tered a sedition and defama-

tion case against the chief of the
Coordinating Committee on
Manipur Integrity (COCOMI),
an influential civil society group
in Manipur’s capital. A highly-
placed Defence source said a
First Information Report (FIR)
was registered against COCO-
MI on July 10, after the outfit
gave a call to people “not to sur-
render weapons.”

Meanwhile,  officials from
various security agencies who
have been monitoring the situ-
ation in the restive northeastern
State said the ethnic violence
that erupted on May 3 and has
left over 160 dead has been
largely fuelled by rumours and
fake news. Regarding the FIR,
a police officer confirmed, “We
have registered an FIR against

COCOMI against Jitendra
Ningomba, convener of COCO-
MI, at Churachandpur police
station, under Section 124 A of
the Indian Penal Code (IPC),
pertaining to sedition; Section
153 A IPC, promoting enmity
between different groups on
ground of religion, race, place of
birth, residence, language, etc.”

Sources alleged that many
women protestors were assault-
ed by the Army in Moirang of
Bishnupur on June 30. The
Army, however, has denied the
allegation.

In a memorandum to the
Union Home Minister on June
4, COCOMI had demanded
that the Assam Rifles be
replaced with any other Central
Armed Police Force, adding
that local youths were not will-
ing to surrender arms.

(See page P4)
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The Delhi Commission for
Women (DCW) chief Swati

Maliwal on Sunday said that she
had come to Manipur to assist
people and would appeal to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Union Minister for Women
and Child Development Smriti
Irani to visit to the State to look
into people’s suffering.
Maliwal, who came Sunday after-
noon to the ethnic strife-torn
State, also said she reached here
not to indulge in politics and
would go back if those who
should be here visited the State.

“I have not come here to do
politics, but to assist people … I
would appeal to the PM and
Union Minister for WCD to
come and visit the State,” the
feisty DCW chief told reporters
at Imphal airport.

“Women here have already
approached me … violence is
affecting them for the last three
months,” she said.  She had ear-
lier announced she would be
going ahead with her visit to the
State despite the Manipur
Government allegedly denying
her permission for the visit.  In
a tweet on Sunday, Maliwal said
she has written to Manipur Chief

Minister N Biren Singh seeking
an urgent meeting with him
during her visit. “Manipur Govt
recommended I consider post-
poning my visit due to law and
order situation. After deliberation
on their suggestion, have decid-
ed to fly to Imphal as planned.
Sought time from Manipur CM.
Will meet him & request him to
come along to visit the sexual
assault survivors,” Maliwal tweet-
ed. Maliwal also shared a copy of
a letter written to the Manipur
Chief Minister on Sunday in
which she urged him to facilitate
her visit.

“I seek an urgent meeting
with your hon’ble self to discuss
the extremely pertinent issue of
the human rights violations and
sexual assault cases occurring in
Manipur... Several Manipuri
women have come to Delhi in
order to escape the ongoing vio-
lence in the State. I wish to dis-
cuss issues regarding their wel-
fare,” she said.
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Civil rights activist Irom
Sharmila on Sunday

described the incident of strip-
and-parade of two tribal
women as “inhuman” and
“very disturbing” and urged
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to immediately intervene to
address the situation in her
home State. She also demand-
ed that Chief Minister N Biren
Singh admit his failure and
apologise to the people of
Manipur.

The 51-year-old award-
winning activist said she could
not hold her tears after watch-
ing the video clip that showed
two women being paraded
naked and molested by a group
of men in Kangpokpi district of
the northeastern state on May
4. The video which surfaced on
July 19 sparked condemna-
tion countrywide. 

Continued on page 2
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Forty-one Meitei people have
reached Assam from

Mizoram after an ex-militants’
group asked the community to
leave the State following the
viral video of two women being
paraded naked in Manipur,
officials said on Sunday.

Cachar’s Superintendent of
Police Numal Mahatta said
these people reached Silchar
from neighbouring Mizoram
on Saturday night and they
have been kept at the building
of the Lakhipur Development
Block in Binnakandi area.

“These are all well-to-do
families and they came in their
own vehicles. Some are college
professors, while some work as
senior Government officials.
They said that there have been
no attacks in Mizoram as of
now,” he said. They said that the
Mizoram Government was
providing all security to them,
but they themselves did not
want to take any risk and came
to Assam for their own safety,
he added. Contd on page 2
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is likely to inaugurate

on July 26 the swanky
International Exhibition-cum-
Convention Centre (IECC)
and the ambitious Integrated
Transit Corridor (ITC) at the
redeveloped Pragati Maidan,
which is set to host the G20
leaders’ Summit in September.
The redeveloped Pragati
Maidan complex, which is
owned by India Trade
Promotion Organisation
(ITPO) is spread across 123
acres and is India’s largest
venue for meetings, incentives,
conferences and exhibitions
(MICE).

In January 2017, the
Government approved the pro-
posal of ITPO for the redevel-

opment of Pragati Maidan by
setting up of a world-class
IECC in the national Capital.
The total cost of the project is
Rs 2,254 crore. 

In a series of tweets shar-
ing the photos and details of the
IECC complex, the Press

Information Bureau said: “The
redeveloped ITPO [India Trade
Promotion Organisation] com-
plex, which will host India’s
G20 Leaders meetings will be
inaugurated on 26th July.”
While the tweets did not men-
tion it, a Government source

said the Prime Minister is like-
ly to inaugurate the new facil-
ity.

In terms of the covered
space available for events, the
redeveloped and modern IECC
complex finds its place among
the top 10 exhibition and con-
vention complexes in the
world, rivalling colossal names
such as the Hannover
Exhibition Centre in Germany,
the National Exhibition and
Convention Centre (NECC)
in Shanghai, officials said.

The magnitude of the
IECC’s stature and infrastruc-
ture is a testament to India’s
capability to host world-class
events on a grand scale, they
said. At Level-3 of the conven-
tion centre, a grand seating
capacity for 7,000 people exists,
making it even larger than the

seating capacity for approxi-
mately 5,500 in the iconic
Sydney Opera House in
Australia. This impressive fea-
ture establishes the IECC as a
venue fit for hosting mega
conferences, international sum-
mits, and cultural extravagan-
zas on a global scale.

The exhibition halls offer
seven innovative spaces for
showcasing products, innova-
tions, and ideas. These state-of-
the-art halls provide an ideal
platform for exhibitors and
companies to engage with their
target audience, fostering busi-
ness growth and networking
opportunities.

Among its many excep-
tional features, the IECC boasts
of a magnificent amphitheatre
with a seating capacity of 3,000
individuals. Contd on page 2
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The Delhi Congress on
Sunday staged a silent

protest at Jantar Mantar to
condemn the ethnic clashes in
Manipur and voice their dissent
over the disqualification of
Rahul Gandhi from Lok Sabha.

Several leaders, including
Ajay Maken, Harun Yusuf, Jai
Kishan, and workers of the
Congress gathered at the Jantar
Mantar in the heart of the
national Capital for the “Maun
Satyagraha Dharna”.

The Congress said silent
protest sought to draw atten-
tion to the issues affecting
common people and empha-
sized the party’s commitment
to address concerns related to
unemployment and inflation
both inside and outside

Parliament. Delhi Congress
President Anil Chaudhary said
through the protest, the
Congress party is highlighting
the issues affecting the com-
mon people. “You can take
away Rahul Gandhi’s Lok

Sabha membership, his house
but he won’t be afraid. Through
‘Maun Satyagraha’, Congress
party is bringing the issues of
common people before the
Govt,” Chaudhary said.

Continued on page 2
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Chhattisgarh Deputy Chief
Minister TS Singhdeo on

Sunday said the Congress
would fight the Assembly polls
under a “collective leadership”
helmed by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel and if the
party wins, Baghel would be
“first in line” to be considered
for the CM’s post.

Singhdeo said if an incum-
bent Chief Minister has not
been removed, it means the
party maintains its belief in that
person being able to lead the
team to victory and after the
win “why should the captain be
changed”.

He also predicted the
Congress was likely to bag
another resounding mandate in
the 90-member assembly, say-
ing some are projecting 75-plus
seats for his party but his esti-
mate is anywhere between 60
to 75-plus. The Congress had
won 68 seats in the 2018
Assembly polls.

Asked if tensions between
Baghel and him are a thing of
the past after he was made the
Deputy Chief Minister last
month, Singhdeo said, “There
was no real bitterness or enmi-
ty, we (Baghel and him) were

working together. There was
this issue of time sharing, two-
and-a-half years, I think that
was weighing on our minds as
well as on the minds of every-
body associated with the two of
us. That time has gone by. Even
when those matters were in dis-
cussion, we were still per-
forming to the best of our abil-
ity.”

On whether he felt a sense
of betrayal for not getting two-
and-a-half years as the Chief
Minister, he said, “I don’t see it
as a betrayal. I see it as a deci-
sion which the high command
takes, it is their call. I cannot
become the Chief Minister, it is
the high command, on the

feedback it has, that gives des-
ignated roles to all of us.”

“There is no betrayal as it
is the call which the high com-
mand has to take and we abide
by it,” Singhdeo added.

Asked whether he being
made the deputy CM was a
climb down from an earlier
position or a progression,
Singhdeo said he was, on pro-
tocol, already the number two
in the cabinet.

“We have these official
protocols. So the CM had given
me the protocol after him. He
was number one and I was
number 2 and Tamradhwaj
Sahu ji was number 3 etc. 

Continued on page 2
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The Trinamool Congress
continued its relentless

attack on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah for having
failed to contain the situation
in Manipur wondering when
they would explain their con-
ducts vis a vis the condition of
the women in the Northeastern
State.

Alleging that in yet anoth-
er case an eighteen year old girl
was subjected to brutalities the
Bengal ruling outfit on its twit-
ter handle wrote on Sunday
that they had reports of the girl
being handed over to four
armed men who later subject-
ed her to gang rape.

The incident took place in
East Manipur district on May
15, days after three women
were paraded naked by rioters,
a video of which went viral
triggering waves of criticism
throughout the country.

The TMC wrote, “The
tragedy doesn’t end for
Manipur! An 18 year old girl
was handed over to four armed
men by women vigilantes. She
was later assaulted and gang-
raped in Imphal East in
Manipur on May 15,” adding “If
such brutal cases are coming in
the public eye after more than
a month, what's still hidden
must be truly gruesome.”

Holding the Prime
Minister, Home Minister and

the BJP’s communal politics
responsible for the ongoing
situation in the Northeastern
State, the party wondered when
the Prime Minister and his gov-
ernment would take account-
ability for whatever was hap-
pening in Manipur.

“When will PM Narendra
Modi, HM Amit Shah and
(Manipur) Chief Minister N
BirenSingh take accountabili-
ty for the complete law and
order failure?” the statement
read. Meanwhile there was
more political slugfest in post-
panchayat poll Bengal where
the BJP on Sunday sent yet
another central fact-finding
team led by its MP Vinod
Sonkar who on Sunday visited
parts of Hooghly district meet-
ing the victims of TMC vio-
lence at Tarakeshwar,
Arambagh etc.

“We have come here to see
how the BJP men have been
attacked, killed and injured,

their houses looted, and they
were banished from their vil-
lages … most of them are tak-
ing shelter in the party offices
… this is a shame and we are
seeing that shame that Mamata
didi has perpetrated in Bengal
and particularly the SC and STs
with our own eyes … we will
submit reports to our party
president JP Nadda and other
appropriate places,” the leaders
in the delegation said.

Reacting to the BJP central
team’s visit, TMC MP Shantanu
Sen said that “such delegations
are a regular affair in Bengal …
they have sent 190-195 such
fact finding teams but have
been able to do nothing … they
are just trying to remain afloat
in the State politics because

the BJP’s vote percentage
has suffered a good 16 percent
fall --- from 38 percent in
2021 to 22 percent in 2023 they
… they are just trying to
remain relevant in the State

politics.”
The TMC leader also asked

as to why no central fact find-
ing team was not visiting MP,
UP or for that matter Manipur
where atrocities on people and
particularly women have
breached the ceiling.

“They are talking about
attacks on the tribal people in
Bengal … but it is the same BJP
which did not invite President
Droupadi Murmu, a tribal
woman, in the inauguration of
the new Parliament building …
it is the same BJP, one of whose
leaders publicly urinated in
the face of a tribal man in
Madhya Pradesh … they have
no face to raise such issues,” he
said.

Meanwhile, CPI(M) State
secretary Md Salim hit out at
the BJP and the TMC for try-
ing to create a binary in Bengal
with the help of the media.

“The BJP is a spent force …
they are almost gone … despite
having 18 MPs and 70 MLAs -
-- some of who are regular trav-
elers between the BJP and
TMC --- they have managed to
get only 22 percent votes
whereas the Left has done
remarkably well even in the
face of massive violence to
poll 21 percent votes … it is out
of this fear that these two par-
ties are trying to create a bina-
ry with the help of the media
to count us out … but they will
not succeed in their game
plan,” he said.
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From Page 1
"They are saying that they

will stay here till the situation
normalises," the SP said, adding
that Assam Police is providing
security to them.

Thousands of people from
Meitei, Kuki and Hmar com-
munities fled Manipur, and
have been living in Assam
since ethnic violence erupted in
that State on May 3.

The Mizoram Government
on Saturday reassured the
Meitei community living in
the State of safety and told
them not to pay heed to
rumours.

From Page 1
Delhi Congress criticized the BJP's comparison of the situation in strife-torn Manipur -

-reeling from ethnic violence that has claimed numerous lives and left many injured since
May 3- with Rajasthan, where the Congress holds power.

Slamming the BJP for comparing the strife-torn Manipur with Rajasthan, Chaudhary said,
"BJP should be ashamed of itself ".

Scores of people have lost their lives and several others injured since the ethnic violence
broke out in Manipur on May 3. Many reports of rape-murder, burning of houses have start-
ed surfacing now months after violence started.

Chaudhary condemned the BJP's attempt to deflect attention and underscored the party's
determination to continue raising concerns about the attacks on the Constitution and demand
accountability from the Central Government.

Chaudhary said there have been "attacks on the Constitution" and the Congress will con-
tinue to raise the issues of unemployment and inflation inside as well as outside Parliament.
Today, we have gathered here to raise our demand that the central government must reply
to questions being raised on these issues, he claimed.
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Since then, the police

have arrested six people.
"It's inhuman and quite a

disturbing incident. I could
not hold my tears seeing the
video I have received. I am
deeply pained and shocked,"
Sharmila told PTI in an exclu-
sive inter view from
Bengaluru.

Sharmila who hailed from
Manipur had been on hunger
strike for 16 years demanding
repeal of the Armed Forces
(Special  Powers)  Act
(AFSPA). She was force-fed
by food tubes during that
period.

"It's clear that the State
Government in Manipur has
failed totally. And when a
State cannot control the situ-
ation, why is the Prime
Minister silent? He should
protect  the people of
Manipur. If he is concerned
about the suffering of the
people of Manipur, he must

intervene... Like the people of
Gujarat, the Maniuris also
require his leadership," she
said.

The ' Iron Lady'  of
Manipur demanded that
Chief Minister N Biren Singh
admit his failure and apolo-
gise to the people.

"The CM must talk to all
60 MLAs putting aside the
differences. He must talk to
them one-to-one and consid-
er their opinions and decide
how to stop the feeling of
hatred between the two com-
munities (Meitei and Kuki).
That is the need of the hour,"
she said.

After the first arrest was
made in the strip parade inci-
dent on July 20, the Chief
Minister had said he will
ensure strict action is taken
against all the perpetrators,
including considering the
possibility of capital punish-
ment.

Sharmila also felt that the

ban on the internet to curb
the circulation of fake news
and videos in the ethnic vio-
lence-hit state of Manipur
has not helped the situation in
Manipur.

"I do not think this ban
on the internet has helped in
control l ing violence in
Manipur. 

On the contrary, had the
internet been working, the
women (strip parade victims)
could have got justice and the
culprits would have been
behind bars," she said.

Prime Minister Modi,
who was accused by the
Opposition of keeping mum
on the Manipur situation for
over two months, condemned
the incident of parading the
two women naked a day after
the video surfaced.

Sharmila demanded that
the culprits should be award-
ed life imprisonment with
rigorous labour and without
parole.
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Equivalent to three PVR

theatres combined, this grand
amphitheatre sets the stage for
captivating performances, cul-
tural shows, and entertainment
events, they said.

The convenience of visitors
is a priority at the IECC, reflect-
ed in the provision of over
5,500 vehicle parking spaces.
The ease of access through sig-
nal-free roads ensures that vis-
itors can reach the venue with-
out any hassle, they added.

For those who grew up in
Delhi in the last millennium,
Pragati Maidan (which translates
to 'progress grounds') is virtually
unrecognisable - gone are the
pyramidal Nehru Pavilion, the
Hall of Industries, the Hall of
Nations, and, back in 2008,

even the much-loved amuse-
ment park Appu Ghar. But the
area has seen changes before too,
given that the history of Pragati
Maidan pre-dates independence.

The G20 Leaders' Summit is
set to take place in Delhi on
September 9-10. The 18th G20
Heads of State and Government
Summit in New Delhi will be the
culmination of all the G20 meet-
ings held throughout the year by
Ministers, senior officials and
civil society. 

A G20 Leaders' Declaration
will be also adopted at the con-
clusion of the New Delhi
Summit, stating the leaders'
commitment towards the pri-
orities discussed and agreed
upon during the respective min-
isterial and working group meet-
ings.
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There were 13 of us

including the chief minister. I
am still number 2 with an
added designation. I am the
Deputy CM, so I am sure a lot
of people would be seeing it as
a step up," he said.

"I was one of the ministers
in the cabinet. Now I am one
of the ministers who is also
designated Deputy CM. I am

grateful to the party, very
grateful to the party high
command and Bhupesh bhai
because with the consent and
blessings of all, it would have
happened," he told PTI over
phone.

On whether all the issues
were a thing of the past and
the party were united in
Chhattisgarh, Singhdeo
claimed the leaders were unit-
ed earlier as well.

"The issue (two-and-a-
half years each CM tenure)
was coming up repeatedly in
the press so there was defi-
nitely that strain. It was diffi-
cult for Bhupesh bhai to reply
all the time. It was very diffi-
cult for me to keep trying to
reply to either the media or
our associates (as to) when is
it going to happen, what is
going to happen, is there this
two-and-a-half years thing,
so it did weigh on us, cer-
tainly," the Congress leader
said. 

Now there are no two-
and-a-half years, only four-
five months are left for the
elections, he noted and added
the situation that existed ear-
lier does not exist anymore.

On whether he was actu-
ally promised a two-and-a-
half years in the CM's post,
Singhdeo said there are many
discussions that take place
behind closed doors. 

"The high command has
never said anything about
this two and a half years
(tenure) so I am in no position
to make any comment. One
has to maintain the dignity of
discussions that take place
behind closed doors"
Singhdeo said.

Asked whether the polls
would be fought under a "col-
lective leadership", Singhdeo
said the decision taken on
June 28, when the leaders
from the state met the party

top brass here, was that the
polls will be "fought on a col-
lective leadership which
Bhupesh Baghel ji would
lead". 

"That is the situation and
obviously if we win under the
situation, he (Baghel) would
be first in line to be consid-
ered for the chief minister,"
Singhdeo said.

Pressed further on his
remark that Baghel will be
first in line to be CM, the
Chhattisgarh Deputy Chief
Minister said, "Certainly. If
you are the incumbent chief
minister, for one you have not
been removed, so the party
maintains its belief in your
being able to lead the team to
victory and after you win, why
should the captain be
changed."

Asked whether he would
also continue in the Deputy
CM post if the Congress wins,
Singhdeo said that is all for the
high command to decide. 

"Whatever responsibility
they designate, we will accept
them and we should accept
them with full grace," he said.

He asserted the govern-
ment has performed well on
many parameters. 

There may be some short-
comings in terms of perceived
promises which may not have
been fulfilled but by and large
the government has done
quite well, he said. 

"I would give a seven out
of 10 rating and very good
chances of coming back to
governance again," Singhdeo
said. Asked about the anti-
incumbency factor,  the
Congress leader said anti-
incumbency would have been
there if there would have been
lack of performance. 

"Where there is perfor-
mance then the sense of anti-
incumbency is not there.
There has been performance

on the front of the farmers, the
forest dwellers, education,
English medium schools, elec-
tricity concession, many ini-
tiatives in the urban areas too.
In health, we have done quite
well," he said.

Asked if he would be
fighting the polls  from
Ambikapur again, Singhdeo
said if the constituents of his
seat would want him to con-
test then that would be his
first priority and he would
seek their views on that. 

"I am in the process of
doing that. Then the party has
to accept me as the candidate,
if they give me the ticket. First
are the voters in the con-
stituency and then the party.
If both are there, then one will
think of contesting, certainly"
he said.

Asked that with the cap-
tain and vice captain decided,
is the team set to win the
finals, Singhdeo said it is not
just the captain and vice cap-
tain, it is the entire team. 

"We have all the other
senior players, all the other
party workers, we have to do
it together, like we did it last
time. The more we do it
together, the more success
there will be," he said.

Singhdeo was appointed
deputy chief minister last
month. He and Chief Minister
Baghel had been engaged in a
power tussle since the party
came to power in the state in
2018.

There was talk throughout
the tenure that party leader-
ship had promised that he and
Baghel would hold the chief
minister's post alternately for
two-and-a-half years each.
However, the party leadership
never publicly said anything
on this. The Congress is seek-
ing to retain power in
Chhattisgarh and is projecting
unity in the party unit. 
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The rising water level

prompted the administration to
issue fresh warning on Sunday,
urging people to vacate low-
lying areas near the Yamuna,
citing safety concerns. The
Delhi Government has
appealed to the public to
remain vigilant and cooperate
with the authorities during
this critical time. Updates and
advisories will be regularly
provided to keep the residents
informed about the evolving
situation.

Delhi Flood and Irrigation
minister Saurabh Bharadwaj
added that the water being
released from the Hathnikund
Barrage was more than 2 lakh
cubic feet per second.
According to the Water

Commission's estimates, the
water level was likely to reach
206.7 metres by this evening.

About 41,000 people
inhabit low-lying areas of
Yamuna, of which about 27,000
were moved to safer locations,
when the river breached its
danger mark during second
week of July. The rise in water
level of river again is expected
to impact rehabilitation of the
affected families, the govern-
ment said. The Yamuna has
been in spate for over a week
now, leading to flooding in sev-
eral parts of the national capi-
tal. The primary reason behind
the steady rise in the water level
is the release of water from the
Haryana barrage.

Bharadwaj also inspected
the Wazirabad water treatment

plant. This water treatment
plant was among three such
plants to get flooded a week
back, leading to water supply
problems in some parts of the
capital. With the rising water
levels in the Yamuna, Bhardwaj
undertook this visit to assess
the situation. Previously, the
Water Treatment Plant had to
be closed as water from the
Yamuna had entered its
premises. To prevent the recur-
rence of such issues, all neces-
sary arrangements were thor-
oughly reviewed during the
visit.

"The Delhi Jal Board has
made embankments & rein-
forcement at vulnerable spots.
Last time, water had seeped
into the pumps and three water
treatment plants had to be

closed. But this time the Jal
Board administration was well
prepared. People are still resid-
ing in the relief camps and the
government has made all
arrangements for them," the
minister said.

Meanwhile, the Gautam
Buddh Nagar administration
has also issued a flood warning
for low-lying regions along the
Hindon as water discharge in
the river increased on Sunday.
Around 200 people from five
villages have been evacuated
and shifted to shelter homes
after the alert was raised on
Saturday.

The river is flowing below
the danger mark of 205-metre
in the district, bordering Delhi
in western Uttar Pradesh,
according to a senior offi-

cer."Around 200 people from
five villages have been evacu-
ated and shifted to shelter
homes that have been set up by
the administration to provide
them accommodation, food
and health care,” Additional
District Magistrate Atul Kumar
said."The Hindon is currently
flowing at 200-metre, below the
danger mark of 205-metre,”
said Kumar, who is also the
nodal officer for flood relief
work in Gautam Buddh
Nagar.The district is located
between Hindon and Yamuna
rivers. The district recently
witnessed floods along the
Yamuna river banks, which
submerged 550 hectares of
low-lying land, and impacted
thousands of people and ani-
mals.
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Communal tension pre-
vailed in Bareilly after a

group of kanwariyas were
pelted with stones from the
shrine of another communi-
ty in Mohalla Jogi Nawada of
Baradari area of the district.

The agitated mob van-
dalised two vehicles, includ-
ing a police jeep, and some
vehicles were also damaged in
stone pelting. Four people
were injured due to stone
pelting. The situation was
controlled after a heavy police
force along with senior offi-
cers reached the spot.

Reports said that tension
prevailed in Manauna village
of Bareilly on Saturday night
when the way of kanwariyas
going to collect holy water
was blocked by some local
residents, including Bahujan
Samaj Party district panchayat
member Shamshad. 

He accused the kan-
wariyas of setting new tradi-
tions as earlier they did not
pass through the said route to
collect holy water. The kan-
wariyas, however, claimed
that they always took the
holy water through this route
and that this time a contro-
versy was being deliberately
created. They warned that if
stopped from taking this

route, they would not perform
jalabhishek. The officials
failed to resolve the dispute
till late night.

According to sources,
every year the kanwariyas
from Manauna village go to
Kachla ghat in Budaun to col-
lect water. On Saturday, a
group was formed under the
leadership of Sanjay and Rajju
Valmiki. On Saturday night,
when they reached the
Muslim-dominated area by
their vehicles, Shamshad
stopped them after which the
dispute started.

Sub-Divisional Magistrate
Govind Maurya kept trying to
find a solution by talking to
both sides. The kanwariyas
said that they were being
pressured to return, which
was wrong. They said if the
administration forced their
return, they would not per-
form jalabhishek. The agitat-
ed kanwariyas also started
raising slogans after sitting on
the road.

Sources said that records
were called from the police
station to confirm the route of
the kanwariyas, but even then
the issue could not be
resolved. The police said that
the groups of kanwariyas were
enrolled but details of the
routes taken by them were not
recorded.
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The ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party, in the midst of an

intense drive to bolster its elec-
toral strength ahead of the
2024 Lok Sabha polls, is all set
to further expand its fold in
Uttar Pradesh by welcoming
several new party hoppers into
its ranks. According to sources,
these new members include
Samajwadi Party’s Sahab Singh
Saini, Sushma Patel, Jagdish
Sonkar and Rashtriya Lok Dal’s
Rajpal Saini. They are expect-
ed to join the BJP next week.

Sources said that there was
discussion in the BJP about SP’s
Sahab Singh Saini joining the
party next week for which
preparations are on. Sahab
Singh Saini and RLD’s Rajpal
Saini belong to backward com-
munities, making their addi-
tion significant for the BJP’s
efforts in appealing to these
communities, particularly in
western UP.

Sushma Patel, from the
Kurmi Other Backward Class

community, who previously
served as a Bahujan Samaj
Party MLA and later joined the
SP after the 2020 Rajya Sabha
elections, is another new face
likely to join the BJP. Patel’s
presence is expected to bolster
the BJP’s position in
Purvanchal.

SP leader Jagdish Sonkar, a
four-time MLA from Jaunpur,
is also expected to join the BJP.

According to party sources,
all these leaders, along with
some other politicians, are also
expected to join the BJP.

Earlier, Om Prakash
Rajbhar, the chief of Suheldev
Bhartiya Samaj Party, returned
to the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance recently.
Earlier, another OBC leader
from Purvanchal, Dara Singh
Chauhan, had resigned as a SP
MLA to join the BJP.

During a recent visit to
Lucknow, BJP national gener-
al secretary BL Santosh said
that people who align with the
party’s ideology would be wel-
comed.
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